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STATE ECONOMY 

282. Ms S.E. WINTON to the Premier: 
How is this government encouraging confidence in the economy and supporting the creation of jobs, something 
the previous Liberal–National government neglected to do? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Wanneroo for the question. Under this government, I can smell confidence in the air across 
Western Australia. Now that we have a cohesive, collaborative government that wants to work with industry to 
achieve jobs and outcomes for Western Australia, we can sense that the mood in the community is very different 
from what it was under the dysfunctional ramshackle rabble that was running Western Australia last year. I am 
backed in this by the Reserve Bank quarterly analysis that states that economic conditions are starting to stabilise 
and improve in Western Australia. I am backed in this also by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Western Australia chief economist, who said that the CCI is seeing positive signs of recovery right across the 
Western Australian economy, showing that the worst is now behind us. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, you might think you are funny, but you are cutting into your question time. If I keep 
having these interruptions, I will cut it short, so you will be the losers. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: On the Friday just past, I participated in the cutting of the first steel for the Gruyere gold 
project in the eastern goldfields. The week before that I was in Ringers Soak for the launch of Northern Minerals’ 
dysprosium project, which will create 95 jobs. I was there with the member for Kimberley. In recent weeks I have 
been in the Pilbara with both Rio Tinto and BHP, launching new apprenticeship programs. BHP is doubling the 
number of apprentices under our government. Rio Tinto is proceeding with a range of local content projects for 
some of its equipment in Karratha. On top of that, I have met with a range of industry consortia, in a range of 
industries, seeking their advice and views, and proceeding forward with a range of those. Today—I am sure that 
the Minister for Defence Issues will talk about this shortly—I announced Western Australia’s defence advocate, 
so that we can overcome the deficit of the last eight and a half years, when there was no effort to attract defence 
jobs to Western Australia. We have been working very hard to ensure that there are jobs and opportunities for 
Western Australians in a broad array of industries, keeping our mining industries strong, but also making sure that 
other industries across Western Australia have their place in the sun. 
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